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INTRODUCTION
Pursuant to the Mission Bay South Redevelopment 
Plan this application seeks to obtain concept and 
schematic design project approval for the Public 
Safety Building.

LOCATION
The Public Safety Building will be located on Block 8 
of the Mission Bay Redevelopment District. Block 8 is 
on the east side of Third Street between Mission Rock 
and China Basin Streets. It is 240’ x 275’ with 66,000 
square feet.  Fire Station #30, a 1928 masonry 
structure that is now used for community uses, is 
located on the southwest corner of the parcel and will 
be rehabilitated as part of the Public Safety Building 
project.

CONTEXT
The surrounding blocks to the west, east and south 
are part of the Mission Bay Redevelopment District. 
While most blocks are currently vacant, these blocks 
are planned for residential development. The block to 
the north, Seawall Lot 337, is part of the Port of San 
Francisco. It is currently used as a parking lot but is 
planned for mixed use development. 

CONCEPT
The Public Safety Building has 6 levels above grade 
and a partial basement. The project includes a Gross 
Building Area of 283,805 square feet of new 
construction and 5,990 square feet of rehabilitated 
existing structure. Total Gross Floor Area (GFA) is 
156,342 square feet. The massing was developed to 
fit both the current undeveloped and the future 
developed surrounding context, and to integrate the 
old fire station into the site’s overall development. The 
massing includes two slender office wings connected 
by a transparent central core located on top of a 
plinth. The massing creates two outwardly facing 
courtyards which, in contrast to the surrounding 
residential buildings that have interior courtyards, give 
the Public Safety Building an open, civic presence. 
With its west office wing fronting Third Street, the 
Public Safety Building reinforces the Third Street 
corridor. In addition, the building steps up and away 
from the Fire Station #30 such that it is both 
deferential to the older building and integrates it into 
the overall complex. 

The building materials include architectural exposed 
concrete at the plinth and curtain wall at the tower. 
The lighter curtain wall provides a counterpoint to the 
solid mass of the plinth. A scrim clad frame wraps the 
two office wings. This clear articulation of the office 
wings lends further weight to the more transparent 
central core that connects the south and north 
courtyards and provides a strong civic presence to the 
building.

The plinth will house the police headquarters’ public 
business counters, a police station, a fire station and 
fleet parking for both departments. The tower will 
house the police headquarters’ office space. The 
rehabilitated Fire Station #30 will house space for fire 
department use as well as space for community 
meetings. The police station public entry, located off of 
Third Street at the end of courtyard between the 
Public Safety Building and old fire station, provides 
access to the police headquarters, the police station 
and the community meeting room. The new fire 
station public entry is located on Mission Rock Street. 

The building will be an integrated and sustainable 
facility that aims to achieve LEED Gold certification 
and provide an excellent example of a highly 
functional, fully integrated, energy efficient and easily 
maintained public facility. 

STRUCTURE
The building is Type I Construction with a fireproofed 
structural steel frame.  The gravity framing is achieved 
with a steel frame and concrete fill on metal decking 
floor slabs.  The building lateral force resisting system 
will be steel braced frames.  The structural first floor 
and basement foundation is concrete slab and grade 
beams supported on pier caps and piles.

LANDSCAPE & PUBLIC ART
The Public Safety Building is the first civic building 
located in the Mission Bay neighborhood.  It serves as 
both a building and a civic campus. The public realm 
streetscape will include wide sidewalks along Mission 
Rock, China Basin, and Third Streets, as well as an 
entry courtyard, a walkway between the Public Safety 
Building and Fire Station #30 and a south plaza 
located at the corner of Third and China Basin 
Streets.  The sidewalks, entry courtyard and the south 
plaza are publicly accessible, while the walkway has 
gates that could be closed periodically for heightened 

security and thus has limited public access.  Except 
for a handicap accessible loading zone on China 
Basin and a fire truck zone on Mission Rock, the 
sidewalks on China Basin and Mission Rock extend 
out to the drive lane and there is no street parking in 
front of Public Safety Building.  The revisions to the 
public way will be reviewed and approved by the DPW 
Bureau of Street Use and mapping and the DPW ADA 
coordinator.

The offsite streetscape design follows the Mission Bay 
South Plan Area Streetscape Master Plan guidelines. 
Street trees and planting areas will be provided as 
well as site furniture, including bike racks and trash 
receptacles as required by the Mission Bay 
Standards. Planters, benches and bollards will also be 
provided.

The on-site entry courtyard is conceived of as an 
extension of the police headquarters lobby and its 
paving will match the lobby paving.  The south plaza 
is conceived as a pocket park.  Staggered concrete
seat walls create a buffer from the adjoining sidewalk, 
and trees and landscaping create a pleasant place 
where neighbors and visitors can gather. The south 
plaza paving is brick pavers that match the masonry 
of Fire Station #30. 

The San Francisco Arts Commission has identified 
several public art opportunities and issued an artist 
RFQ.  The art opportunities include a memorial 
installation at the police headquarters, an installation 
at fire station and an installation at the south plaza.
The south plaza design may be modified to integrate 
the art installation.

The on-structure landscape includes roof gardens 
with a hardscape design.  All Planting is wind and 
drought tolerant and low maintenance with the 
possibility of storm water retention and filtration.

SAN FRANCISCO PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING

PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING3 - WRITTEN STATEMENT
5/20/2011 HOK + MARK CAVAGNERO ASSOCIATESCOMBINED BASIC CONCEPT & SCHEMATIC DESIGN SUBMITTAL



Project Data Summary

tnemeriuqeR dna secnerefeRataD ngiseDsdradnatS tcejorP

 repseitilicaf cilbup - 8 kcolBesu dnal Redevelopment Plan for the Mission Bay South Redevelopment project, dated 11-02-1998 section 302.6 and attachment 3

 7 egap rep.tf.qs 000,66aera dnal lecrap major phase application 

gross building area 302,660 sq. ft. 320,200 permitted per addendum to subsequent environmental impact report dated January 7, 2010

  fo 31-11 segap rep.tf.qs 672,551)AFG( aera roolf ssorg

 22 egap ,4 pam rep4ZHenoz thgieh Mission Bay Design for Development - South

Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 32 egap rep thgieh esirdim rof xam '09"6 - '88thgieh gnidliub Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 9 .p rep noitaluclac thgieh elbawolla morf tpmexe"0 - '02thgieh esuohtnep lacinahcem Mission Bay Design for Development - South

lot coverage 57,070 sq. ft./86.5% at grade
37,840 sq. ft./57.4% at 40’

no requirement per p. 28 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 62 .p rep ”0-’09 < thgieh gnidliub / esirdim rof tnemeriuqer onelbacilppa tonslortnoc klub Mission Bay Design for Development - South

tnemeriuqer ongnikrap ta 7 / 6seirots fo rebmun

 fo  72 egap 5 pam rep muminim '5noitcurtsnoc wen ta '01.tS drihT ta kcabtes Mission Bay Design for Development - South 

fo 82 egap rep tnemriuqer onelbacilppa tonskcabpets  Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 92 .p ,6 pam rep enon.tS drihT ta %87.tS drihT ta htgnel llawteerts Mission Bay Design for Development - South

streetwall height at China Basin 41’-4” avg. at 20’-0”
depth at China Basin

55’-0” max average at 20’-0” depth per map 7, p. 30 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

projections into public
right of way

3’-0” at Mission Rock
3’-0” at China Basin

3’-0” max, 8’-0” min. vertical clearance, per p. 28 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

off street parking 220 stalls
1 stall/706 sq. ft. (GFA)

no requirement identified for Government use per page 43 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 24 egap rep deriuqer )secaps gnikrap 02 rep 1( 01roiretni detacided 01gnikrap elcycib Mission Bay Design for Development - South

loading spaces one loading dock
10’ W x 35’ D x 14’ H

one - based on commercial use at GFA > 100,001, < 200,000 per page 44 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

 fo 83 .p rep tnemeriuqer onelbacilppa tonsisylana wodahs Mission Bay Design for Development - South

< sgnidliub rof tnemeriuqer onelbacilppa tonsisylana dniw 100' tall per page 38 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South 

 fo 9 .p rep noitaluclac thgieh elbawolla morf tpmexefoor evoba ”01-’8emarf latem evitaroced Mission Bay Design for Development - South

corner zone condition 100% at Third - Mission Rock
n/a at Third - China Basin (existing building)

no requirement per map 6, p. 29 of Mission Bay Design for Development - South

GFA reductionsGross Building Area

Level Existing 
Fire
Station
Area

Parking/ 
Service/ 

Drive

Ground 
Lobby

MEP/ Bldg 
Operation

0088,708870887esuohtneP
130,52913,1913,1053,626
796,52356356053,625
796,52356356053,624

3/P4 37,840 22,593 1,056 23,649 14,191
698,1912,22502410,22511,423P

2/P2 2,490

N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A
N/A

N/A

50,550 20,759 2,688 23,447 29,593
1/P1 3,500 53,570 17,318 3,424 3,907 24,649 32,421
B1

Total

43,665 29,981 12,934 42,915 750

5,990 296,670

7880
26,350
26,350
26,350
37,840
24,115
53,040
57,070
43,665

302,660 112,665 3,424 31,295 147,384 155,276

Gross Floor 
Area (GFA)

New 
Construction
Area

Total 
Reductions

AREA CALCULATIONS 
(SQUARE FEET)

PROGRAM OF USES

Police Headquarters / Office 

District Police Station

District Fire Station

Common / Service

Parking

Existing Fire Station - City and Community Uses

Total

110, 245 SF

19,735 SF

17,465 SF

27,927 SF

121,298 SF

5,990 SF

302,660 SF

Total
Both
Buildings
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